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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


August 27—Fort Worth Chapter, AIA 
monthly meeting, Charles Restourant, 


September 17-20—Americon Hospital Asso- 
ciation Convention, St. Louis, Missouri 


October 14-15—Texas Associotion pf School 


Administrators, Austin, Texos. 


October 25-26—12th Annual Convention of 


Texas Society of Architects, Menger 
Hotel, Son Antonio, Texas. 
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MR. ARCHITECT: When You Want Quality Equipment, Specify: 


Kewaunee Laboratory Furniture and Hospital Casework 9 Mutschler Home- 
making Cabinets €  Medort Steel Lockers, Wardrobes, Telescopic Gym Seats 
ond Basketball Backstops € New York Silicate Nucite "Ezy-Rase" Chalkboard, 
Aluminum Trim and Bulletin Boards € Erickson Folding Tables © Yale 
Locks @ Angle Steel Stool Work Benches and Fixtures. 


When You Want A Real Advisory Service: 


Call or write us to send one of our experienced equipment engineers. We are 
staffed in Dallas to prepare equipment layouts, specifications and advise about 
costs. This is not a factory relayed engineering service — we have qualified and 
competent personnel in Dallos to render this service in your office if you prefer. 
Contact us please. 


(Service available to Architects in Texas, Oklahoma, Lovisiana and New Mexico) 


ALEXANDER SCHROEDER ASK FOR 
LUMBER COMPANY Berk 
5401 Lawndale 


Tel. WO-1747, LD-600 INFORMATION 
LP aec ON LYDICK SERVICES 
Ф WALL PANELING 


Sheet Metal Work 


Ж ri asado! WORDS qun n Gypsum and Steel Roof Decks 


€ REDWOOD LUMBER IN ALL Accousticol Treatments 


SIZES AND GRADES H. H. Robertson Products 
@ COOLING TOWERS 


à Lvvick 
When your thoughts turn to lumber, ROOFING 


turn to Schroeder. HOME OFFICE 
FORT WORTH co. 


FOOTNOTES OF "CONTROLLED FREEDOM" 
An Editorial 


Before we penetrate the forest of building controls too far 
we should glance back at the receding panarama of the building 
freedoms we are leaving behind, lest we forget them. Surely we 
will want them agoin. 

Granted that we must with prudence and good grace relin- 
quish temporarily some of our building and other freedoms and 
submit to abnormal controls for the soke of national security 
and the couse of freedam throughout the world. Even so, we need 
not be naive about it. We cannot toke for granted that the free- 
doms we are now relinquishing one by one will all be restored 
automatically when the cause of worldwide freedom has triumphed. 

There is no evidence of emergency so compelling that we may 
not in all good patriotism occosionally lay aside the newest 
NPA Order long enough to reflect briefly on the history lessons 
we studied but тоу not have learned in school. It may be re- 
called that the study of history was primarily o study of the 
struggles of peoples for freedom. |t may also be recalled that 
history tells of as mony struggles of peoples for freedom under 
their own governmen's as for freedom from foreign domination. 

When hove have dutifully completed the latest N.P.A. form, 
you may reflect upon the historic fact thot this country is unique 
omong nations in its constitutionol system of governmentol checks 
ond balances, which were contrived to protect the individual citizen 
from the inherent tendency of government toward tyranny. During 
the ensuing six weeks, while you are woiting for a ruling on the 
application, there will be time to wonder where on earth the 
American variety of individual freedom may be resurrected in 
the future if we lose it in this the only country on ear'h with 
good ond sufficient means for maintoining and guarding it. 

It is of the very essence of our present nationol freedom and 
strength that emergency contrals hove been recognized as neces- 
sary evils to be endured only when ond so long os they were 
necessary ond to be cast off without ceremony when they were 
not necessory. It is just as importont now for us to guord against 
buillding controls becoming permonent as for us to cooperate 
wholeheartedly ta make them work effectively while we must 
endure them. 

Each of us should ask himself these questions about each new 
control regulation ond, if he cannot onswer them to his own 
satisfaction, he should ask his Congressman: 

Is it necessary? 

How long will it probably be necessory? 

What is being done now to keep this emergency fram becoming 
permanent? 

Stayton Nunn, А.А. 


THE COMMERCIAL WOODS OF TEXAS 
By MRS. E. S. (NELL) SCHROEDER 


A plodding horse, furnishing the power for 
a tiny Nocagdoches sawmill bock in 1825, 
turned out the pine boord that lounched the 
Texas lumber industry. 

By 1860, the state's prolific forests hod 
attracted enough capital and skilled workers 
to voult lumbering into the number one posi- 
tion іп Texas industry, a ronk seldom: re- 
linquished until 1920 

Despite the tremendous growth of the 
food, petroleum, chemical ond mochinery in- 
dustries which now outronk it in some re- 
spects, lumbering holds firmly to a leoding 
spot in the stote’s industrial moke-up. То 
do this, the industry hos depended heovily 
upon sensible reforestrotion policies, research, 
and the development of new enterprises and 
new products 

Timber extends generally over Texas, yield- 
ing only to prairie ond desert areas where 
the rainfoll is below o critical point A 
timber belt of hardwoods ond certain species 
of pine is found widely distributed over 
Eost Texas, and these ond other southern 
forests supply 47% of the nation's pulpwood 
ond 37% of its lumber 


THE PINES 


Commercially, and otherwise, the pines ore 
probably the most important timber trees 
of the world. Their growth is evenly distri- 
buted over the foce af the globe, with mony 


varieties growing ropidly in soil too poor to 
support other profitable cultivotion. Quali- 
ties of strength, elasticity, and ease of 
working moke it more adaptable to con- 
struction thon ony other wood 

The Yellow Pine is represented in Texos 
by fwo genera! groups: the Long and Short 
Leaf. Today, the Long Leaf ond the Rose- 
mary Pine ore practically extinct in their 
virgin stote. However, reforestration programs 
hove accomplished much toward restoration. 

The Short Leaf group consist of, the Short 
Leaf, Loblolly, ond Cuban or Slash Pine. The 
Slash Pine is more preferred for construction 
use, and for reforestrotion due to its super- 
iority in groin ond texture, as well os 
rapidity in attaining merchontible size 


THE HARDWOODS 


The Hardwoods ore well represented in 
Texas, but only those commonly known to 
commerce ore discussed. The non-commer- 
cial group is lorger ond serves other forestry 
Purposes. 

Topping the list ore the Ooks, o truly 
Royal fomily of 57 distinct species, sur- 
possed in number only by the Howthorns 
And this does not include the hybrids 

Of the opproximotely 15 species known 
to Texos, many cannot be distinguished from 
the other after monufocture, except by ex- 
perts. And experts hove been heord to 
disogree 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR... 


Ме. Мей Schroeder is the wife of Edger 
$. Schroeder, prendent of Alexander Schroeder 
Lumber Company of Houston. She has been 
active іп the lumber industry for over two 
decades as а member of the firm. 


Frequent export and import business trips to 
South and Central America, as well as Europe, 
heve given ber wnmuimal familiarity with the 
lumber industry from forest to customer, and a 
wide knowledge of both our native woods and 
of foreign commercial woods. 


The Hickories ore well represented with 
its outstanding species, "White Hickory,’ 
though it is growing scorce here in Texos 
and elsewhere. Other members of this fomily 
contributing to industry's demand for heavy 
duty moterio! are the Pignut, Mockernut, 
Bitternut ond Pecon 

Also widely used ore Walnut ond Maple, 
though the texture of the Texas grown woods 
is softer and the calor not so good os thot 
growing farther North From the heort of 
the Sweet Gum tree, Red Gum is monufac- 
tured. The sap portion goes to the trades os 
‘Sop’ lumber Included in this fomily ore the 
Tupelo Gum ond southern Block Gum, the 
lotter actually belonging to the Dogwood 
fomily 

Other hardwoods, represented by one or 
more species, include: Ash, Cottonwood, Elm, 
Beech, Elder, Mognolia, Sycamore, Hackberry, 
Dogwood, Holly, Red or Aromatic Cedar, 
Persimmon, Willow, Yellow Cedar, Mulberry, 
and even Sossofros, Ironwood, Osage Orange, 
Locusts ond Lourels 

Eliminating trees os o source for sow tim- 
ber, ог for their role in soil, water ond 
wildlife conservation, it must be remembered 
that many bear fruits ond nuts essentiol for 
medicinal purposes All of this adds to their 
commercio! volue 


THE CYPRESS 


While not o hordwood, but highly desirable 
for use in the industrial field, the Bald Cy- 
press is used only in rore cases solely for 
building purposes 


Like mony of the hardwoods, Cypress is 
ropidly passing out of the picture. Due to the 
factor of slow growth, ond loss of the re- 
quired tolereance for survivol, there is doubt 
if ony reforestration program con restore this 
tree to its former place 


RESEARCH IN CONSERVATION AND 
UTILIZATION OF WOOD 


Both state and private research in the 
canservation and utilization of wood ore find- 
ing new uses for mony species now being 
destroyed due to their supposed lock of 
commercial volue More stote funds should be 
made available to push this program farword 
at o foster pece 

An outstanding exomple of research bene- 
fits ore seen in Gum Wood, a lumber thot 
was considered protically hopeless to work 
Research discovered proper drying ond monu- 
facting methods so thot today Gum Wood 
is highly prized by furniture monufocturers 
ond orchitects for interior trim and wall 
paneling 

The Mesquite 15 another highly moligned 
tree. Being supposedly without profitoble or 
useful value, thousands of board feet are 
being allowed ta до to ruin Yet, the lumber 
i$ beautiful, if not of great size Strip and 
block flooring is hondsome ond weors like 
iron. Furniture 1s beautiful ond durable 

Finding profitoble uses for this versatile 
tree and others supposedly without volue 
remain one af the mony job far technicians 
in wood reseorch Let us hope the oppor- 
tunity 15 given before too lote 


WATERPROOFING 


Write for your 
copy of our 


new catalog, P. О. BOX 508 


GULF STATES ASPHALT 


PHONE HU-6-7195 


South Houston, Texas 


FORT BROWN 
MEMORIAL CENTER 


668655 


FORT BROWN MEMORIAL CENTER DESIGN 


A design reminiscent of the direct and 
straightforward simplicity of early buildings 
in historical old Brownsville, Texas has won 
the statewide design competition for the 
$800,000 Fort Brown Mermoriol Center to be 
built in the border city 

The entire competition, won by the Dollos 
architectural firm of Wiltshire G Fisher, has 
been cited by Ernest Langford of Bryan as 
an example of how sotisfactarily such o com- 
petitian can be used by cities or agencies 
contemploting new buildings. Langford was 
retoined os professional adviser to the City 
Council of Brownsville, which sponsored the 
event 

The Jury of Awards, made up of TSA 
members Herbert Tatum, Dollas; Stayton 
Nunn, Houston; and Marvin Eickenroht, Son 
Antonio; tagether with Mrs. George McGon- 
igle, Jr, Brownsville; and Reynoldo Garza, 
Brownsville city councilman, proised the win- 
ning entry for following the sound, solid 


ROBERT E LEE 
YOUTH CENTER 


masses characteristic of eorly Brownsville 
buildings. Jury members felt that such de- 
toils as two-story golleries recalled actuo! 
details used by the first Brownsville builders 

Other strong points in the winning design 
were tbe following: Providing sufficient meons 
ond oreas for handling lorge crowds; sepa- 
rate heating and air-conditioning equipment 
locations, allowing for heating or cooling 
major elements of the Memariol Center 
without having to condition oreos not in 
use; and ingenious designing of seating or- 
rangements within the Jacob Brown Audi- 
torium, o part af the Center to be used for 
such diverse purposes os exhibition games 
and stoge presentotions 

The problem called for a design reminis- 
cent of Brownsville architecture of the post 
century, reflecting the history of Fort Brown, 
one af the nations oldest military posts 
Specifications were far а 3000-seat oudi- 
tarium, а swimming pool, town hall, library. 


MEMORIAL HALL 

youth center, and women's center to be 
erected on property acquired from the U. S. 
Government by the City of Brownsville 

Used principally tor public or civic works, 
design competitions afford o meons of getting 
o variety of entries while sofeguarding the 
interests of both the owner and competitors 

The first step in conducting such o compe- 
tition is the oppointment of o competent 
orchitect as professional odviser to the owner 
sponsoring the event. The odviser then sets 
up o progrom which will conform ta the 
competition code of the Americon Institute 
of Architects, and allow a fair chonce under 
uniform conditions for oll entronts 


One of the professional odviser's principot 
duties is to assist the owner in the selection 
of a Jury of Awards, composed of ot leost 
three persons. ^ majority of the Jury should 
be orchitects 

Strict ononymity must be preserved in all 
stages of the contest, with entries identified 
спіу by number 

The owner must agree to employ as orchi- 
tect the author of the winning design 

Both the professional adviser and technicol 
members of the Jury of Awards ore generally 
paid according to the extent of their duties 
and responsibilities 


MEMORIAL 


COURT 


TSA BOARD OUTLINES PLANS FOR CONVENTION 
AND TEXAS ARCHITECT 


Plans for improving the TEXAS ARCHI- 
TECT ond opprovol of the committee ossign- 
ments and the tentotive progrom for the 
annuo! convention at Son Antonio October 
25-26 highlighted the quarterly meeting of 
the Т5А board of directors ot Austin 
June 30 


Committee reports follow 


TEXAS ARCHITECT : Dovid C. Boer, chair- 
man of the Publication Board, reported thot 
chonges in format are being made to im- 
prove the publication ond moke the maga- 
тте self-supporting. TSA. members ore 
loaning funds to finonce current operations 
ond relieve the TSA. treasury of providing 
capitol necessary for the new magazine, 
designated the main TSA. public relations 
effort for 1951 


CONVENTION: Grayson Gill, chairman of 
the Seminar Committee, received approval 
of his committee nominees. Bartlett Cocke, 
co-chairman of the generol convention, out- 
lined the tentotive convention progrom Ar- 
rangements for reservations have been made 
ot the following hotels in Son Antonio’ Men- 
ger Hotel, 100 rooms (Oct 24, 25, 26); 
Plaza Hatel, 50 rooms; St. Anthony Hotel, 
15 rooms (Oct 25-26) 


LEGISLATURE. Max Brooks, chairman, 
stated revision of the Stote Boord of Archi- 
tectural Examiners from three to six mem- 
bers had been achieved Recommendation by 
President Phelps for new oppointees, based 
on geographical location, have been mode 
to the Governor 


SCHOOL PLANT STUDY: Herbert Voel- 
cker, chairmon, reported excellent coopera- 
tion from the Texas Education Agency on 
the joint committee now studying policies 
and regulations pertaining to school plant 
facilities 


STATEWIDE FEE SCHEDULE: Albert Gole- 
mon, chairman, soid complimentory letters 
‘have been received from over the nation on 
the Statewide Fee Schedules published by the 
TSA Consulting engineers are now prepor- 
тд о pomphlet of recommended fees ond 
stondards of practice for consulting work, 
stimuloted by the success of the TSA 
Schedules 


CAPITOL PLAN: Kari Komrath, chairman, 
indicated by letter that o Bill will be n- 
troduced ot the next regulor Legislative 
session creating a Commission to moke an 
importiol survey of the long range exponsian 
possibilities 

(Continued an Page 12) 


CLOSE CONTACT 


Close contact with Texas Architects enables the 
Kuhn Paint Compony to know and understand 
the needs of Texas Architects. Let us show you 


wc 


P. O. BOX 2218 


how we can serve you. 


KUHN PAINT COMPANY 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 


STATE LUMBERMEN'S 
GROUP 66 YEARS OLD 


As much a part of the construction indus- 
try ond of Texas lumbering os the woods 
themselves is the Lumbermen's Association 
of Texas, which for 66 years hos been a 
guiding hand and loyal servant to the more 
than 1,500 retoil lumber yards that comprise 
the Associotion's membership 

Under the leodership of officers elected 
annually, now headed by President W. B 
Milsteod of Houston, the Associotion carries 
оп a continuing program to raise the stand- 
ords of the industry, ond promote closer 
cooperotion with other fields of construction 
Responsible for a large portion of the work 
is Executive Vice-President Gene Ebersole 
who maintains executive offices in Houston, 
where they have been locoted for 4l years 
ot the Western end of a 13-stote pine belt 

A point of pride is the Association's edu- 
cational program for members and their 
staffs. These include 30-day retail training 
courses held twice o yeor ot SMU. with 
instructors from various phases of lumbering 
and related fields, and о four-year Marketing 
course developed at A © M. College, com- 
bining Business Administration, technical 
training and supervised work in the industry 
Carrespondence courses with similar subjects 
also are offered 


Producers’ Council Elects 


New officers of the Houston aod Dallas ' 


Producers’ Council Chapters, elected recently 
are 

HOUSTON: Creighton Pickett, president; 
A. A. Sterling, Jr., vice-president; Eorl Drog- 
ics; secretary; and George Rummel, treasurer 

DALLAS: Horace Butler, president; M. B 
Vifquoin, vice-president; C. H. Peters, sec- 
retory; and Harry Roberts, treasurer 


In Memoriam 


The Texas Society of Architects ex- 
tends its sincerest condolences to the 


family and friends in the death of 


Ko: J. Lefflond, Victorio member of 
the San Antonio Chapter, ALA 
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Binswanger + co. 


A 
(“oS 


welcomes an 
opportunity to 
work with the 
Architect on 
building ideas 
and the newest 
uses for 


Ask one of Binswanger's 
Texas offices to have 

an “architect's counsel" 
call on you 


e HOUSTON e DALLAS 
e FORT WORTH е AUSTIN 
e PORT ARTHUR е BEAUMONT 


ADVISORY BOARD AIDS SELECTON OF NEW UT 
ARCHITECTURAL HEAD 


A five-man T. S.A. advisory committee has 
colloborated with a faculty selection group 
at the University of Texas in naming Har- 
well Hamilton Harris, 47-yeor-old practicing 
Los Angeles architect with a long and suc- 
cessful teaching coreer, director of Texas 
University’s School of Architecture 

Harris takes over September | as head 
of the UT School of Architecture, now an 
independent unit of the university 

Educoted ot Pomono College in Claremont, 
Cal, the new director cantinued his archi- 
tecturol studies ot Los Angeles schools which 
included the Otis Art Institute, Frank Wig- 
gens College, the Art Students’ League, the 
Los Angeles Trade School, ond the Los 
Angeles School of Architecture ond Engi- 
neering 

Harris calloborated with Richard Neutro 
of Los Angeles from 1930-33, ond main- 
tained his own proctice from 1934-43 and 
from 1945-51 His teaching experience n- 
cludes appointments at the Chownord Art 


Institute ond the Art Center School, Los 
Angeles; the University of Southern Coli- 
fornia, ond ОСА, plus speciol courses at 
Columbia and Yale 

Horris won first prize for 1-A residences 
in the Pittsburg Plate Glass competitions of 
both 1937 and 1938. He received honorable 
mention in the House Beoutiful competitions 
of 1934 and 1935 ond wos given the honor 
award of the Southern Colifornia chapter of 
the ALA in 1938 

The author of both technicol and non- 
technica! orticles which have appeared in 
leading magazines over the world, Horris 
hos also held numerous exhibitions, includ- 
ing showings of his work ot the Museum 
of Modern Art in 1943 and 1944 

Members of the TSA advisory committee 
who aided in his selection for the Austin 
post were Tom Broad, Dallas, chairman; 
Bartlett Cocke, Son Antonio; Kar! Komrath, 
Houston; Ed L. Wilson, Fort Worth; ond 
Herb Totum, Dollos 


A COMPLETE DECORATING SERVICE FOR 


upholstery, at cetera. Our conferring with 
the architect and his client is suggested 
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HEME 


NWAY 
521 Royal' Street 


NEW ORLEANS 


AN OPEN LETTER TO ARCHITECTS 


SUBJECT: 3/16 INCH THICKNESS VS. 1/8 INCH THICKNESS ASPHALT 
TILE FLOORS 


. . Asphalt Tile was originally designed for heavy traffic 
and for several years, was used almost exclusively in the thick- 
ness of 3/16 inch on the floors of schools and other public 
buildings. With the development of light colors, the М inch 
thickness was introduced in order to hold down the cost per 
square foot, so as to compete with linoleum in light traffic areas. 
When the demand for asphalt tile outran the production capacity 
of the industry, shortly after the end of the last war, most of the 
manufacturers promoted the ! inch tile for all classes of floors 
so that they would be able to spread their production volume 
further. That brought about the use of 1% inch tile on many 
floors where a thicker asphalt tile should have been used. 


The thickness of 3/16 inch asphalt tile is 50% greater than 
Y inch, and theoretically it should last at least 50% longer. 
However, it will be found in actual use that in most instances 
where asphalt tile is worn down to a thickness of approximately 
1/16 inch that it starts to give trouble because of not having 
sufficient strength to stand up under traffic. Therefore, a simple 
calculation will show that 3/16 inch tile will have twice the 
effective life of Vg inch tile. 


Although 3/16 inch tile is priced at 50% more than '% inch 
tile, its cost of labor for installation per square foot is practically 
the same as the М inch. This combination of longer wear and 
with the same cost of labor for installation would indicate a 
saving to the owner of the floor over the number of years in 
which it is used. 


We have completed expansion and modernization of our 
Houston, Texas, plant, and with the larger capacity we are able 
to supply the demand in this area for 3/16 inch AZROCK on 
jobs on which it is required. 


Cordially Y ours, 
UVALDE ROCK ASPHALT CO. 


Mokers of AZROCK and AZPHLEX Asphalt Tiles 
Son Antonio, Texas 


TSA BOARD OUTLINES 
(Continued from Page 8) 

EDUCATION: Herbert Totum, choirman, 
stated а! orchitectural colleges in Texas 
hove been visited, except А G M, The visit 
had to be cancelled, but will be made in the 
eorly fall. Reports by each member of the 
visiting teams, ond schools visited will be 
compiled in the finol report 

INSURANCE Harry D. Payne, choirman, 
reported by letter that while the new TSA 
Group Hospitolization Plon hes been well oc- 
cepted, additional enrollers ore needed to 
put the overall plon into stotewide effect 

President Raymond Phelps requested out- 
hme reports from all Chairmen by Septem- 
ber 1, for clusion in the final report for 
the pre-convention board meting, October 24 

Attending the meeting were: OFFICERS 
Pheips, Tatum, Richard Vander Straten. DI- 
RECTORS: Lee R. Buttrill, Morvin Eicken- 
robt, Fred Mackie, Zeb Rike, Edword L. 
Wilson (Regional AILA}, ond Thomos D 
Broad {past Regionali ALA? COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMEN: Baer, Brooks, Cocke, Gill, Gole- 


mon and Voelcker 


TexCrete 


IS AT THE TOP 
OF THE LIST 


* APPEARANCE 
* ECONOMY OF CONSTRUCTION 
* 


* LOW-COST MAINTENANCE 
* DURABILITY 


Mie or HAYDITE, the lightest weight 
fire-resistant material available, Texcrete 
is the equal in strength and durability of 
ordinary concrete, although it weighs one- 


third less. 


TEXCRETE CO. Dollas е TEXCRETE CO. of the Volley e Pharr 
TEXCRETE CO. Fort Worth © TEXCRETE CO. of Corpus Christi 


By every standard 


THERMAL AND SOUND INSULATION 


PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 


SOUTHERN INSPECTION SERVICE 
ENGINEERS INSPECTION & TESTS 


P. O. Бех 3206 Houston 
8633 Ave. 


P D. Barnard 


Mgr. VA-6622 


Houston, Texes 


RIVOIRE AND POOLE 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


2520 Huldy 
Movsten 19, Texas 


ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL Р. E.’s 


CONSULTING FOUNDATION ENGINEERS 


Undisturbed Sample borings 
Soil Mechanics Laboratory 


GREER & McCLELLAND 
2649 N. Mein 


For Every Structural 
Requirement Specify 
Texcrete for the Best 
in Modern Building 
Materials. 


IN HOMES OF DISTINCTION ... 
PROVIDE FOR PUSH-BUTTON COOKING 


HIGH-SPEED CALROD SURFACE UNITS *. FRONT SERVICING 
RAISABLE THRIFT COOKER 2? TWO APPLIANCE OUTLETS 
TIME MEASURE o OVEN INDICATOR LIGHT 
To be sure that the homes you design answer every 


comfort and convenience requirement, provide for 
cool, automatic push-button cooking. 


SPECIFY THE BEST... 
Let your nearest Hotpoint organization provide you with technical data. 
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